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LibraLinks
Information Ideas from the Werner Medical Library

Rochester General Hospital Edition
SKIN AND SOFT TISSUE INFECTIONS
Cellulitis, abscess, and other skin and soft tissue infections
(SSTIs) are among the most common infections treated in
hospitals. Uncomplicated skin and soft tissue infections
account for millions of physician visits in the U.S. yearly. It
is estimated that the cost for treating these infections is in
excess of $350 million annually. Methicillin-resistant
Staphylococcus aureus (MRSA) has become more
prevalent in the past decade and is one of the major causes of SSTIs. Despite a large
burden on the health care system, relatively little has been described in the medical
literature regarding SSTIs in the hospital setting, aside from clinical trials of new
therapeutic agents.
If you would like copies of any of these articles, or if you would like further information
on this or any topic, please contact any Werner Medical Library team member.
Halilovic J, Heintz BH & Brown J. (2012). “Risk factors for clinical failure in patients
hospitalized with cellulitis and cutaneous abscess.” Journal of Infection, 65(2):128-34.

JUNE 2013
STAT!Ref Bookshelf
RGHS physicians and team members
can access several electronic books
through the Bookshelf link in STAT!Ref.
One of the titles available is the sixth
edition of the International Classification
of Diseases, 9th Revision, Clinical
Modification (ICD-9-CM), Volumes 1, 2,
& 3 For Hospitals. The ICD-9-CM is
required for reporting diagnoses and
diseases to the U.S. Public Health
Service and the Centers for Medicare &
Medicaid Services. The ICD-10 CM &
PCS is also available, although its use
by Medicare has been delayed until
October 2014.

Jenkins TC et al. (2010). “Skin and soft-tissue infections requiring hospitalization at an
academic medical center: opportunities for antimicrobial stewardship.” Clinical Infectious
Diseases, 51(8):895-903.
Keller EC, Tomecki KJ & Alraies MC. (2012). ” Distinguishing cellulitis from its mimics.”
Cleveland Clinic Journal of Medicine, 79(8):547-52.
Lipsky BA et al. (2010). “Skin and soft tissue infections in hospitalised patients with diabetes:
culture isolates and risk factors associated with mortality, length of stay and cost.”
Diabetologia, 53(5):914-23.
Lipsky BA et al. (2007). “Skin, soft tissue, bone, and joint infections in hospitalized patients:
epidemiology and microbiological, clinical, and economic outcomes.” Infection Control &
Hospital Epidemiology, 28(11):1290-8.
May AK. (2011). “Skin and soft tissue infections: the new Surgical Infection Society
guidelines.” Surgical Infections, 12(3):179-84.
Nazarko L. (2012). “An evidence-based approach to diagnosis and management of cellulitis.”
British Journal of Community Nursing, 17(1):6-8, 10-2.
Pangilinan R, Tice A & Tillotson G. (2009). “Topical antibiotic treatment for uncomplicated
skin and skin structure infections: review of the literature.” Expert Review of Antiinfective
Therapy, 7(8):957-65.
Phoenix G, Das S & Joshi M. (2012). “Diagnosis and management of cellulitis.” BMJ,
345:e4955.

STAT!Ref database is available through
HUBNET at http://hubnet.buffalo.edu/.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Werner Medical Library
585-922-4743 Voice
585-544-1504 Fax
www.rochestergeneral.org/MedicalLibrary

Stabins Wellness
Information Center
Patient Education Information
922-WELL (922-9355)

Stryjewski ME, Chambers HF. (2008). “Skin and soft-tissue infections caused by communityacquired methicillin-resistant Staphylococcus aureus.” Clinical Infectious Diseases, 46
Suppl 5:S368-77.

www.rochestergeneral.org/library/wellness

Thomas KS et al. (2013). “Penicillin to prevent recurrent leg cellulitis.” New England Journal
of Medicine, 368(18):1695-703.
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Thomas KS et al. (2012). “Prophylactic antibiotics for the prevention of cellulitis (erysipelas)
of the leg: results of the UK Dermatology Clinical Trials Network's PATCH II trial.” British
Journal of Dermatology, 166(1):169-78.
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Volz KA et al. (2013). “Identifying patients with cellulitis who are likely to require inpatient
admission after a stay in an ED observation unit.” American Journal of Emergency
Medicine, 31(2):360-4.
Zervos M. (2008). “Treatment options for uncomplicated community-acquired skin and soft
tissue infections caused by methicillin-resistant Staphylococcus aureus: oral antimicrobial
agents.” Surgical Infections, 9 Suppl 1:s29-34.
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